
Course Syllabus for CP United States History

NAME OF INSTRUCTOR: Timothy Kirkpatrick
CONTACT INFORMATION: 
Phone number: (720) 554-2014






Email: tkirkpatrick4@cherrycreekschools.org





Website: cchskirkpatrick.weebly.com






Office Hours: 8:10-9:00, 10:10-11:00, 1:00-1:50





Office: 115C Inside Social Studies Resource Center

COURSE PREREQUISITES: 

All incoming freshmen are required to take United States History.

COURSE INFORMATION: 

CP U.S. History is a yearlong survey course for ninth graders. During the year students will explore the major events, people, and themes of U.S. History. Successful completion of U.S. History is a graduation requirement.    

TEXTS, READINGS, VIDEOS:

Danzer, Klor de Alva, Krieger, et al. The Americans. New York: McDougal Littell, 2003. 

Handouts and videos will supplement text readings

TEACHING METHODS: 

A wide variety of teaching methods will be used in this class. These methods may include, but are not limited to, lecture, video, group activities, guided reading, simulations, projects (both group and individual), expository writing, class discussion, computer/text research, and exams. This class will also work to establish key cognitive strategies. These strategies are patterns of intellectual behaviors that lead to the development of capabilities necessary for college-level work and include: intellectual openness, inquisitiveness, analysis, reasoning, argumentation, proof, interpretation, precision and accuracy, and problem solving.

GENERAL PHILOSOPHY: 

The basic philosophy of this class is to get students to realize how history is connected to the present day. Almost all historical events, if analyzed correctly, can be related to modern issues. Students should be able to understand and explain why history is important after taking this class. In order to make this a successful class for everyone involved, including students, teachers, and parents/guardians, there must be an open line of communication. Many, if not all, issues are easier to solve if they are dealt with early. Please feel free to come to me with any concerns that may arise throughout the year, as I will feel free to communicate with you as well. 
ACADEMIC BEHAVIORS: This class will work to promote skills that will serve students at the post-secondary level. These skills include time management skills, work and socializing, preparing for and taking examinations, utilizing resources,  note-taking, and communicating with teachers and counselors.

GRADING: 

Grades are calculated using a point system. Coursework is worth 80% of the semester grade and the semester final is worth the remaining 20%. Semester grades are based on the standard ten-point scale. A 100-90, B 89-80. C 79-70, D 69-60, F 59-0.

RULES AND PROCEDURES: 

1) Be prepared for class every day. At a minimum, you will need a three-ring binder, paper, and something to write with every day. 

2) All work is to be either typed (12 point Times New Roman font, with 1” margins) or written legibly on one side of the page. Late work will be accepted for half credit until the unit test. (Exceptions can be made for extenuating circumstances) Consistent completion of homework is vital to student success.
3) Punctuality is important. You are expected to be in your seat when the bell rings. Tardiness and absences will be dealt with according to school policy. See Bear Facts.

4) No food or drinks are allowed in the classroom.

5) No cell phones or MP3 players.
6) You will be allowed three bathroom/locker/fill my water/whatever passes per semester. Sign the sheet on your way out the door.

I have read and discussed Mr. Kirkpatrick’s classroom expectations with my parent/guardian and I agree that we will be able to have a successful year under these guidelines.

_______________________________________

Student Name (Please Print)

_______________________________________

Student Signature

I have read and discussed Mr. Kirkpatrick’s classroom expectations with my son/ daughter:

_______________________________________

Parent/ Guardian Name (Please Print)

_______________________________________

Parent Signature

Due Aug 17th 

.

